
Mini Small Claims Trials
Worksheet #1a
First Case – Facts
Plaintiff is the assistant to a newspaper delivery boy. Defendant is newspaper delivery boy.  Defendant became sick and asked his helper, the Plaintiff, to deliver 
fifty papers.  Plaintiff agreed to deliver the papers for $3.  Plaintiff delivered papers but did not place them in mail boxes or inside halls.  Twenty-five newspa-
pers were ruined in the rain, and Defendant refused to pay the $3 to the Plaintiff. Plaintiff sues.

1. What are the issues?

2. What are the arguments for the plaintiff?

3. What are the arguments for the defendant?

4. What is the judges’ decision?  Why?



 Mini Small Claims Trials
Worksheet #1b

Second Case  -- Facts
Plaintiff is a baby-sitter.  Defendant is a parent. The Plaintiff agreed to baby-sit for the Defendant’s two children for two dollars per hour.  When the baby-
sitter arrived, there was a third child, a cousin, present.  Plaintiff said nothing about an increased rate but demanded three dollars per hour when Defendant 
returned home two hours later, claiming the rate to be one dollar per hour per child.  The Defendant refused to pay the additional one dollar per hour.  
Plaintiff sues. 

1. What are the issues?

2. What are the arguments for the plaintiff?

3. What are the arguments for the defendant?

4. What is the judges’ decision?  Why?

 



Mini Small Claims Trials
Worksheet #1c

Third Case  -- Facts
Plaintiff is a comic book collector.  Defendant is a classmate.  Plaintiff loaned ten comic books to Defendant for one week.  The books were in very good 
condition and Plaintiff warned Defendant to be careful with them. The Plaintiff had paid $2 a copy for the books or a total of $20.00. Defendant returned 
five comic books in good condition, but five were torn and ripped.  Plaintiff demanded $20.00 from the Defendant to cover costs.  Defendant refused.  
Plaintiff sues.

1. What are the issues?

2. What are the arguments for the plaintiff?

3. What are the arguments for the defendant?

4. What is the judges’ decision?  Why?

 



Mini Small Claims Trials
Worksheet #1d

Fourth Case  -- Facts

Plaintiff is the owner of a ten speed bicycle.  Defendant is the owner of a bicycle repair shop.  Plaintiff brought the bicycle into the shop when the gears 
didn’t shift properly. Plaintiff told Defendant/owner to fix the gears as much as possible but not to do anything that would cost more than $50.00.  When 
the Plaintiff came to pick up the bicycle the next week, he found that the shop had installed brand new gears and had sold his broken gear shift to a bicycle 
used parts company.  The Defendant told Plaintiff that he would pay $50.00 since that was the amount he said was as high as he could go.  The Defendant 
said he would not get the bicycle back until $100.00 was paid.  Plaintiff sues.

1. What are the issues?

2. What are the arguments for the plaintiff?

3. What are the arguments for the defendant?

4. What is the judges’ decision?  Why?


